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Oaktree Youth Solidarity Fund
2025 Application Form
About Oaktree 
At Oaktree, we believe all young people should have the opportunity to transform their local communities to build an equitable, just and sustainable world. We exist to empower young people to take their ideas for social impact and make it a reality. We ask our young people what the biggest issue in their community is to solve, we ask them what they think the solution is and we back them by supporting them to lead sustainable development projects in their communities. 

We do this in three ways: 
1. Resourcing → We resource youth-led initiatives to address the problems that young people are facing in their local communities through the OYSF. 
2. Visibility and Influence → we increase the visibility and influence of a diverse range of youth voices within the Asia-Pacific region (APAC) by providing opportunities for young people aged 18-26 in Australia to develop core skills necessary to lead, demand and create social change. 
3. Perception → we shift perception within the Australian international development sector to see young people as valuable contributors to policy and practice discussions.

You can find out more at Oaktree’s website.

About the Oaktree Youth Solidarity Fund (OYSF): 
The Oaktree Youth Solidarity Fund is founded on the principle of youth-youth solidarity, creating a movement of youth-led organisations and young people across the Asia-Pacific region to build a better world. We recognise the unique circumstances and structural barriers many youth-led organisations experience and that is why we work hard to ensure the fund is as flexible and accessible as possible.

Oaktree is committed to an ongoing journey of decolonisation in our grant-making practices. We recognise the historical power imbalances inherent in traditional development models and actively work to dismantle these structures. 

Our decolonisation approach centres on valuing local knowledge, leadership, and decision-making, fostering genuine partnerships based on mutual respect and shared goals. We are dedicated to transforming our organisational practices to be more culturally responsive and accessible. 
The Fund aims to:
1. Resource youth led initiatives to address the problems that young people are facing in their local communities.
2. Enable greater access to short-term flexible funding and support for youth-led organisations, groups and grassroots movements to grow their impact.
3. Increase the visibility and influence of a diverse range of youth voices within the Asia-Pacific region. 


Members of Oaktree’s Youth Solidarity Fund are provided with:
· Untied flexible funding of up to USD $10,000 over the grant period.
· Access to the OYSF Network: a group of young leaders from youth-led organisations, groups & grassroots movements.
· The opportunity to build solidarity and connect with other Members through mutually beneficial knowledge sharing, collaboration and technical training activities 

In 2025, the Program will be offering a limited number of grants of up to USD $10,000. These untied grants will be used to resource a youth-led organisation that works on solving a specific problem in a local community in the Asia-Pacific (APAC) region. Untied in this context means the funding does not require a specific project and can be used to support the organisation as a whole (e.g. supporting administrative and salary costs of employees). 

In 2025, the Program will run from April 2025 to December 2025. 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE Monday 31st March at 11:59pm AEDT.

How Do I Use This Application Form?

This form is to be completed by an authorised person of the organisation submitting an application. This form asks for key information about the organisation and the project and/or operations this grant will support. 

The Application Form is divided into the following sections:
1. Funding Amount;
2. Contact Information;
3. About the Organisation/Group;
4. Use of funds;
5. Financial Information; and
6. Declaration.

Please read all parts of the application form carefully and complete all sections of this application form to the best of your ability. 

We encourage potential applicants with, for example, limited English or other access needs, to contact us via the email address listed below, and we can explore support options for submissions together.

If you require additional support, please email oysf@theoaktree.org. 




	1. Funding Amount

	What amount of funding are you applying for 
(IN USD)? 

As part of this funding round, we are offering grants of up to USD $10,000. This will not affect the outcome of your application. 
	USD $: 




	2. Contact Information

	Organisation or Group Name:
	


	Year the Organisation or Group was established:
	

	Organisation Physical Address
(must be within the Asia-Pacific Region)
	Address Line 1: 

Address Line 2: 

City/Suburb/State:

Post Code/Area Code:

Country:

	Organisation/Group Website 
(if applicable): 

If you do not have a website, please write “N/A”. 
	

	Organisation/Group Social Media (if applicable):

If you do not have social media, please write “N/A”. 
	Instagram Handle:

Tiktok Handle:

Twitter Handle: 

Facebook Handle:

	Contact Person 1

	Name:
	

	Role at Organisation/Group:
	

	Phone Number (Including Country Code):
	

	Email Address:
	

	Preferred Method of Communication:

For example: WhatsApp, Email, Zoom, Google Meet.

Please include contact information for this method if not included above.
	

	Contact Person 2

	Name:
	

	Role at Organisation/Group:
	

	Phone Number (Including Country Code):
	

	Email Address:
	

	Preferred Method of Communication:

For example: WhatsApp, Email, Zoom, Google Meet.

Please include contact information for this method if not included above.
	



	3. Your Organisation or Group 

	Tell us about your organisation and/or group. We want to know that we're aligned in vision and purpose, so we would love for you to tell us about your organisation and/or group. 

In doing so, please explain how your organisation youth led and youth run. We are youth led and are excited to stand in solidarity with similar organisations. 

You may also choose to include information about: 
· What your organisation does, and who it benefits;
· Why your organisation does what it does; 
· Any history of your organisation/group; 
· Any previous activities or projects that have been run by your organisation/group; and/or 
· Any key achievements. 

Please explain using 2-10 sentences. 

	









	In what way is your organisation youth led and youth run? 
Youth is defined by social context, however your organisation must have a stated aim to be youth-led. Please explain using 2-10 sentences. 

	
















	Is your organisation registered with your government as a Not-For-Profit Organisation? Please note that your organisation’s registration status will not affect the outcome of your application.

	· Yes
· No
· In Progress

	How many members does your organisation have, and what are their roles? 
This could be staff and/or volunteers. 

	






	How is your organisation committed to recognising and valuing diversity? Please explain using 2-10 sentences. 

	










	Do you work with any other partners such as organisations, communities,  government, or groups? If yes, please list them.

	







	Does your organisation have any of the following policies? Please tick if applicable. 

	· Code of Conduct 
· Child Safeguarding Policy 
· Prevention of Sexual Exploitation, Abuse, and Harassment (PSEAH) Policy 

	If you do not have a Code of Conduct, Child Safeguarding Policy, or PSEAH Policy, you will be required to sign onto Oaktree’s equivalent policies if your application for funding is successful. 

Can you confirm that you will be able to sign onto Oaktree’s Code of Conduct, Child Safeguarding Policy, and/or or PSEAH Policy? 

	· Yes
· No
· N/A - my organisation has our own Code of Conduct, Child Safeguarding Policy, and PSEAH Policy

	Please list any other policies you have that have not been mentioned above. 

	

















	4.  Use of Funds

This section seeks to understand what you will use the OYSF grant to facilitate and carry out, if your application is successful. 

	What is the problem you are trying to address in your community/society? Please answer using 2-10 sentences. 

	













	How does your organisation seek to address this problem? Please answer using 2-10 sentences. 

	











	Who benefits from the work carried out by your organisation? Please explain using 2-5 sentences. 

	





	Who is involved in delivering this work? 
This could be staff and/or volunteers and/or community businesses.  

	




	When will your work take place within the next year?
This could be every day, over several weeks or on a specific month of the year. Please explain using 2-5 sentences. 

	









	How does your organisation’s work contribute to positive change within the local community? Please answer using 2-10 sentences. 

	













	If you are successful in obtaining an OYSF grant, how would you define a successful partnership with Oaktree? Please answer using 2-10 sentences. 

	



















	If you are successful in obtaining an OYSF grant, you would gain access to the OYSF Network, providing opportunities to build solidarity through knowledge sharing and collaboration. 

What would this opportunity mean to your organisation, and what kind of knowledge and skills would you be willing to share with other OYSF Fund Members?

Please answer using 2-10 sentences. 

	


















	If you are successful in obtaining an OYSF grant, how would you measure the success and/or evaluate the impact of your proposed project?
Please note, Oaktree is able to assist your organisation in learning how to write, record, or verbally share project evaluations and or end of year reports. Please answer using 2-10 sentences. 

	


















	Please tick whether you agree to the following: 
*These are mandatory requirements if your application is successful. 

	· Your organisation will meet deadlines as negotiated with Oaktree. 

· A member of your organisation will attend an official orientation session to meet other OYSF members (i.e. successful grantees) and Oaktree members. 

· A member of your organisation will attend meetings with Oaktree members as part of a collaboratively agreed schedule. 

· Your organisation is willing to provide periodic progress reports (the format and content of which will be negotiated with Oaktree, to also align with any other existing reporting requirements). 

· Your organisation will provide a final report at the conclusion of your project that outlines key achievements and lessons learned. 

· Your organisation will provide a final financial acquittal at the conclusion of the grant period that outlines how you spent the OYSF grant. Oaktree can provide support to organisations throughout this process. 



	5. Financial Information 

	Do you have a bank account for your Organisation or Group?

Please note that the type of bank account you have will not affect the outcome of your application, but it is something we need to be aware of. 
	· Yes
· No
· In Progress

	*If your application is successful, we will ask for your bank details at a later date. 






	6. Application Declaration 

	(1) You can sign this application form digitally (i.e. from your computer). 
(2) Alternatively, you can also print this application form to complete it and sign it by hand. If you choose this option, you will need to scan or take a photo of the application form (once completed and signed) and send it back to us via email. 

By signing this application form, you declare that the information you have provided is, to the best of your knowledge, truthful and accurate. If it is found that the information you have provided through this form is not accurate, this may impact your ability to acquire funding from the Oaktree Youth Solidarity Fund. 

We understand that as part of the selection process, the organisation may be expected to:

1. Participate in a panel interview with Oaktree;
2. Provide evidence of organisational history (where possible);
3. Provide evidence of organisational structure, policies, and decision-making processes (where possible); 
4. Provide professional and/or personal references (such as from local registered organisations previously worked with);
5. Undergo an identity verification process for organisational staff who will receive funds transferred;
6. Undertake other legal compliance-related steps; and
7. Sign a collaboratively developed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Oaktree should the membership application be selected. 

Oaktree understands this may be an intensive process and will provide as much support as possible. If your organisation is not able to participate in the above, please let Oaktree know as soon as possible.

Please note that you can withdraw your application at any time during the application stage. 

	I agree to the above and affirm that the information in this application is true.

Name of Organisation Representative (e.g. leader/CEO): _______________________

Role at Organisation: ______________________________________

Date: _______________________

Signature of Organisation Representative (e.g. leader/CEO):

_______________________________________





image1.jpg




